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that he might be sure to know when he came out,
and which way he v/ent, lest he should take some
other way; and also to know who and how many he
got to come with him.

He soon found Thomas on his way, for he came
out of the house and two fellows with him in about
an hour: so George followed them at a distance,
till he saw them in a little lane leading into the
common as before, and when he knew they could go
no other way; upon which he run by another way
over the fields, and got into the common before them.

The first thing he did was to get into a little
thicket, where lying flat on the ground, and out of
sight, he lay and hissed like a serpent most fright-
fully ; this had its immediate effect, for it frighted
them all, and he heard one of them say, It was the
Devil, and that he was come for Thomas to be sure:
and the other said so too, adding, that he would go
no further ; this was enough for George, for by this
he knew they were no champions that Thomas had
brought along with him; so removing and getting
to another place a little behind them, that they
might not run back again, there he changed his
note, and then growled like a great dog, and that
frighted them again. Now having made this be-
ginning, he leaves off a little, and goes into the
common, and stands in the middle of the road just
where the lane opened into the heath; so that he
might be sure to be seen all in white, a little before
they came out of the lane.

The night was not very dark, but no moonlight;
some stars, not many, were seen; when coming to
the lane's end, they saw the spectre, and no sooner
saw it, but all three run away and cried out most
terribly. George had now his end, for he didn't
desire to carry it on any further; so he kept his
post till he found by their noise they crossed the
common further off and out of sight; then he put